“Courtesy Bass Fishing League”  2010 /2011 Rules & Regulations

***   Courtesy Anglers will cap at 42 teams with a yearly registration and operate as a members only team tournament trail. Tournaments will go from October – May with a 2 day classic in June,  membership fee is for issue of a team ID #, ID # will stay with you for the entire season.
***   Registration for each tournament is to be completed by posted end of registration  time. Late entry will only be approved by tournament director/president. Captains meeting at ramp to be held 15 min before launch time.
***   Entry Fee will be $ 50.00 per boat, includes Big Fish Pot to be paid at ramp.  Membership dues are $40.00 per year per person, to be paid before competing in any monthly tournament.
***   Pay out for 1st , 2nd, 3rd,  4th, 5th and Big Bass, along with gift cards for the top 10(When Avail) and last place, will be paid at end of tournament, any gift card payouts not claimed at tournament will be donated to the “Teen Sport Fishing Association”. If you finish in the top 10 you must be present to claim your payout. 
***  Entry fee for guest will be additional $10.00, Failure to disclose and pay for guest at said tournament may result in disqualification. Each team will be allowed 2 guests for the season. 
***  A Guest will be defined as any angler other than your registered team member that enters the said tournament with you, regardless if they might be registered with another team. When they become a guest for another team they give up their points and status of a member with their present team to be considered a guest for the day of said registered team.
***   A single angler may represent the team, 2 guests will be allowed for the entire year, a guest may only fish with a team 1 time. At least 1 of the team members must be present to fish, any points earned will go to team. All guests must check in at ramp prior to meeting and pay the guest fee of $10.00 
***  Launch numbers will be drawn at time of boat inspection, before registration, please make sure you have a launch number before coming to registration table.
***  Number tokens are to be returned to designated check in, anyone without  token at designated check-in,( Trailer ) by weigh in time will be considered late and not allowed to weigh in. Anyone who departs early must place number on the back of trailer stage, failure to do so could result in points penalty or disqualification.
***   All boats are to be checked and tagged prior to launch, it is the boaters responsibility to get a boat check by tournament official, boats will be marked with ribbon, failure to get a boat check may result in disqualification for the days tournament.
***  Off limits will begin at 12:01 am. of the day tournament is to be held.
***   There will be a five fish limit and the culling of dead fish is not allowed. Fish must be culled immediately! No team may possess more than tournament limit at any time unless in the process of culling.
*** Any Team that experiences mechanical break down during tournament hours may transport fish to weigh-in with another competitors boat. Fish must be marked with culling kit, or equivalent, before entering transportation boat. Fish markers will be removed at scales. Tournament director must be called and advised of breakdown and what arrangements have been made prior to entering transport boat.

***   All fish in consideration for Big Bass, or special programs must be weighed alive, (Any fish that fails to demonstrate the ability to remain upright & swim off on it’s own power will be checked using the gag reflex method. A finger will be inserted in the fish’s throat to check for a gag reaction. Any fish in question that fails this test will be determined to be dead. Decision of the Tournament Director at the scales is final. Any fish called live at scales that fails to swim off when released will not affect the call made at the scales, and no penalty will be assessed.
***   No trolling or wading is allowed, artificial baits only may be used. Pole platforms  may not be used during tournament competition.
***   Fish must be a minimum 14 inches unless otherwise noted, by Golden Rule . .25  deduction for each dead fish. Five fish limit unless otherwise noted.
***  There will be no courtesy measurements, anyone who weighs in a short fish will be disqualified.
***  Anglers may only use 1 rod at a time during tournament competition.
*** While sight-fishing, any bass caught must be caught in the mouth, any fish foul hooked outside of the mouth area is to be returned to the water immediately , NO Snagging Allowed.
***  The tournament board reserves the right to postpone launch or reschedule tournaments due to weather or other emergency situations as they see fit.
***  The use of cell phones or any other attempt to pass along fishing info to other anglers during tournament hours is prohibited & doing so will result in disqualification .  No cameras or other electronic tracking devices may be used during tournament competition.
***  Anglers must keep a distance equal to 2 casting lengths from other boats , with or without permission from fellow anglers, and 50 yards away from any boat anchored with trolling motor up. Anglers may not block any waterway to prevent anglers from passing.
***   Each team will receive points for finishing positions towards angler of the year. Point start at 100 and decrease 2 points per position through last place, any team not catching a fish will receive 25 points  for attending tournament. Teams may pay absentee entry to gain the 25 points for any tournament they can’t fish. The absentee entry will count towards classic requirements & must be done in advance of the tournament.  Points awarded will be calculated as a team and listed as such in standings. In the event a team splits, the points will stay with the registered boater
***   Anglers may replace a partner 1 time during a season. Partner change will not be all owed after the 6 th tournament of the season. All partner changes will be addressed on a case by case basis .
***   No teams will be allowed to join after the 3rd tournament
***   Any angler who conducts himself in an un sportsman like manner, or who conducts himself in a manner that is detrimental to the sport of bass fishing may be disqualified or banned from competition. This will be at the discretion of the tournament board.
***   All anglers are to practice safe boating, life vest must be worn while boat is on plane, anglers are to obey all navigational signs, Any angler who receives any citation while on the water will be disqualified for the days tournament.
***   The use of drugs or alcohol during official tournament hours will result in disqualification. Alcohol may be consumed only after posted weigh-in time has passed.
***   Any protest for disqualification must be presented to the tournament director in writing within 5 minutes of weigh in, any violation up for protest must be viewed by  league members to be valid. Tournament board will review all protests and rule accordingly. Decision of the tournament director is final.
*** Disqualification may only occur before start, during, or immediately following the event. Proper notification must follow guidelines of protest….. However, point penalty may be assessed for any team found in violation of rules and regulations during said tournament. Points penalty must be issued before next event, or discarded. Points penalty will be as follows…..Infraction that affected the outcome of the event will result in 0 points for said event.  Infraction that was in violation but did not affect the outcome will result in last place points for the event. All point penalty situations will be reviewed by the board and ruled on accordingly.

***   Invitational Classic will be held in June. Teams have 3 options to be eligible for the Classic. 1st, finish top 25 in points, 2nd, fish all 8 tournaments, 3rd, pay absentee entry for any tournaments missed prior to the event which will account for attendance points even if you cant make it .A mailing address will be established for mailing entries prior to the event when absentee entry is necessary. Circumstances beyond your control such as medical emergency, death in the family, and other personal issues will be reviewed by the board and a fair and just decision will be made. All consideration for hardship excuse will require a phone call to Ben Carter, 407-496-7383 prior to start of event.
***Qualified members will fish the Invitational for free. Big Bass pot for two days will be      $20.00 per boat. Big Fish pot will go to LARGEST fish each of the two days… Classic will be a two day tournament with the highest weight total declared the winner. Ties will be broken by largest stringer of the two days, Detailed rules to be distributed prior to classic.
*** Classic  Launch order will be determined by finishing order in Angler of The Year standings.
***Two Day Classic to be held at  Lake Istokpoga  
            Clarification of membership requirement in reference to Guides

     If you are a full time guide, or professional angler( anyone who has paid $600.00 or more dollars to enter a single event in the last 12 months), you are not allowed to compete in the Courtesy Bass Fishing League. Anyone who knowingly competes in our tournaments with intent to disguise their profession of full time guide will be banned from the tournament events immediately.  Anyone who guides part time for money will be required to show proof of other full time employment. Documents we will accept for proof of employment are current W2, or current pay stub. Anyone who guides part time, and  fails to produce required documents will not be allowed to compete.

     In addition, anyone who may be a  guide will be prohibited from guiding on the next scheduled body of water for 30 days prior to tournament. Anyone in violation will be disqualified and membership voided. Anyone who has any further questions can contact me by e-mail at courtesyanglers@cfl.rr.com  Thanks, Ben 

The Tournament Board reserves the right to implement said policy and rules as they see fit. The Tournament Director’s decision is final. All penalties that may be assessed will be discussed between board members and executed accordingly in a fair and just manner.

